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Celebrating Progress in the Curriculum for Wales for 
pupils with ALN



B Squared

 B Squared products are all about supporting pupils with SEN 
 We help schools to show the small steps of progress pupils with SEN make  
 Reduces teacher workload - identifies next steps, shows progress and supports meaningful 

communication 
 Our products are used by around 15,000 schools 
 We have over 25 years experience around showing progress for pupils with SEN 
 We talk to hundreds of schools every year about their difficulties around assessment, data 

and showing progress for pupils with SEND and help them to solve these problems 
 Started work on the Curriculum for Excellence in 2015 
 Used by around 100 schools in Wales  
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Dale Pickles

 Managing Director of B Squared
 Worked in SEND for over 20 years
 Supports schools around assessment, data and showing 

progress for pupils with SEND
 Designs products to meet our customers’ needs
 Host of the award winning SENDcast - podcast for Special 

Needs, with over 300,000 downloads
 Host of SENDcast Sessions - online SEND training for 

schools, with 6-monthly FREE SEND Briefings. Affordable, 
quality CPD for schools.
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SENDcast – #1 FREE podcast for SEN

 FREE podcast, listen via the website, Spotify, Apple 
Podcasts, Audible, Amazon Music and any other podcast 
app

 New episode every week, with almost 200 episodes 
featuring 50 different guests

 Covers a wide range of topics including anxiety, 
emotions, Autism, school avoidance, masking, ADHD, 
behaviour, language, ACC and so much more

 Created to support everyone in schools, parents and 
more 

www.thesendcast.com

Or just search SENDcast in any podcast app
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SENDcast Sessions – online CPD for schools

 High quality online SEND training delivered by experts
 Improve outcomes for children with SEND
 £10 for 1-hour training sessions for your whole school
 Build a library of online CPD training to access anytime
 Covers a wide range of topics including literacy, inclusion, 

Autism, ADHD, behaviour, language, SEND law and so much 
more

 Created to support everyone in schools – so your whole 
school can get training around SEND, not just the SENDCO!

 Annual subscription for B Squared customers just £100!

www.thesendcast.com
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“Excellent content delivered in a 
very convenient way and at a 

very reasonable price.”

Janet Bristow, SENCO - Perrymount Primary School



Overview

 Overview of Connecting Steps Assessment Software
 Our Curriculum for Wales Assessment Framework
 Our Routes for Learning Assessment Framework
 Autism Progress
 Overview of Analytics, our FREE analytics platform for Connecting Steps
 Overview of Evisense, our evidence for learning and parental 

engagement platform
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Curriculum for Wales

“Learners with additional learning needs (ALN) will progress at a rate 
individual to the learner and this may not correlate with the broad two-
to-three-year progression step. Pace of progression should be evaluated 

by the professionals working with learners”

Developing a Vision For Curriculum Design, Progression
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Connecting Steps
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Connecting Steps

Breaks down the Milestones and the Curriculum for Excellence into smaller steps 

Using the Milestones statements and Benchmarks, you can now track towards achieving 
these skills over a period of time 

One learning opportunity may touch on a range of statements across different 
benchmarks or milestones statements
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Connecting Steps
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The Curriculum for Wales’s Progression Steps are too big for 
pupils with ALN. If a typical pupil would complete Step 1 in 2 

years, a child with ALN could take significantly longer.
 

We have split the Progression Steps into sub-levels. Each 
sub-level is the equivalent to around a year of typical 

development.

Progression Step 1 is split into 1.1 and 1.2, Progression Step 
2 is split into 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 and so on.



Connecting Steps
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Below Progression Step 1 we have 6 levels.

The first 3 levels, Pre-Progression Steps 1 – 3, we 
linked to the Routes for Learning.

The next 3 levels, Pre-Progression Steps 4 – 6, we 
developed to cover all 6 Areas of Learning, using 

the literacy, numeracy and digital competence ABC 
Steps as guidance.



Connecting Steps
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Routes to Progression

Pre-Progression Steps 1 – 3

Covers Routes for Learning and 
Health and Wellbeing

Welsh Progression Steps

Pre-Progression Steps 4 – 6 and 
Welsh Progression Steps 1 - 3

Covers All 6 Areas of Learning.

Core – Numeracy, Literacy, Health & 
Wellbeing and Welsh as a second 

language.
Plus – All other areas



Connecting Steps – Routes to Progression
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Connecting Steps – Routes to Progression
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The Routes for Learning statements are split across 3 levels and the statements are 
organised into the following areas:
 Attention Skills – Responding to events and stimulus. 
 Preference and Choice – Shows pleasure/displeasure, accepts, or rejects items, 

people or activities or makes a choice. 
 Interaction – Awareness and responding to events and people. 
 Cognitive – Explores toys and objects, demonstrates awareness of routines.

We have broken down the Routes for Learning Statements into smaller steps



Connecting Steps – Routes to Progression
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Our Routes to Progression framework looks at a wider range of skills to give a more 
holistic view of the child so that teachers can plan next steps and identify barriers. 
Alongside our areas within the Routes for Learning we have also included: 
 Emotional Awareness – Shows basic emotional responses to people and 

activities and recognises facial expressions. 
 Emotional Regulation – Attempts to self soothe, responds to adults when 

distressed and begins to regulate emotional response. 
 Functional Movement – Gross motor skills, fine motor skills and coordination. 



Connecting Steps – Welsh Progression Steps
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Connecting Steps – Welsh Progression Steps
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Some of the subject areas within the Curriculum for Wales cover a wide range of 
skills. This also causes issues when trying to capture the small steps of progress 

pupils with ALN make.

We also split Maths, Number into 4 distinct areas and Physical Health & Wellbeing 
also into 4 distinct areas.

Expressive
Receptive

Speaking
Writing

Listening
Reading



Connecting Steps – Welsh Progression Steps
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How we engage with social influences shapes who we are and affects 
our health and well-being

We have shortened this to… 

Engaging with Social Influences



Connecting Steps
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We have 7 steps to show progress as a child works towards 
achieving a skill.

We 2 steps when a child has achieved a skill. Schools use 
these in different ways.

Not Applicable is used to disapply skills due to a child’s needs.

Each school can choose how many steps they want to use.



Evisense
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Evisense is our evidence of learning and parental 
engagement platform. A simple, safe, secure way to 
capture evidence and wider achievements and share 

with parents.

Evisense has an easy-to-use social media interface. 
There are apps for iOS, Android and Amazon fire 

devices as well as the Evisense website.

Staff, students and parents all use the same app.



Linking Evisense to Connecting Steps
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Evisense Post Types

Evidence
Evidence of learning, capture evidence of attainment and link to skills from our paid for or FREE 
assessment content (assessment tracking features require an active Connecting Steps subscription).

Wow Moments
Share those wow moments that happen in school with parents. It could be an award, an event or 
something that just happens.

Learning Opportunities
Share opportunities to learn with others. This could be a speech and language therapist sharing with 
teachers and parents what they need to give opportunities to practice.

Home school diaries
Share information between school and home for students.
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Product Tour
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You will find samples of our assessment content on the B Squared website



24

Dale Pickles – email me for more information or if you want a copy of my slides
dale@bsquared.co.uk

Book a FREE online meeting using the button below

Podcast - www.thesendcast.com

Online CPD - www.thesendcast.com/sessions
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mailto:dale@bsquared.co.uk
http://www.thesendcast.com/
https://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-sessions/
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